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AIM: To analyze prevalence of
tapering in a single cohort and
to evaluate disease activity
after tapering



Conclusion
- Patients attaining LLDAS but requiring ongoing treatment with immunosuppressants and/or glucocorticoids at a

higher risk of flare tighter clinical monitoring?
- Anti-RNP+ as a potential biomarker for higher risk of flares
- Glucocorticoid-free, stable LDA is an achievable target
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POPULATION: 474/17805 pts eligible for the study (403 F, 71 M):
- 26.0% dcSSc and 58.3% lcSSc
- 48.0% positive ACA and 25.4% positive Topo-I abs

• 46 (9.7%) developed HRCT signs of ILD 
at t2

• significant lower value of DLCO and FVC 
at all 3 assessments in positive t2 HRCT 
vs negative HRCT at t2

• t0 DLCO and FVC values negatively 
correlated with ILD development



AIM: to evaluate the long term effect of nintedanib in SSc-ILD patients from the European 
Scleroderma Trial and Research (EUSTAR) database

Longitudinal follow up: 
- natural course = total FVC decline of -16.3% pred over 5 years
- nintedanib treatment reported in SENSCIS = 5-year FVC decline reduced to -10.3%pred 



POPULATION: 
- 1285 SSc, 860 (67%) lcSSc and 425 (33%) dcSSc
- lcSSc pts  537 (62%) ACA+, 194 (23%) Scl70+ and 

129 (15%) ANA+; 425 dcSSc and Scl70+
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AntiTNFγ

 targets TRIM33, a TRIM family protein with a PHD Bromo
domain at the C terminal end

 strongly associated with malignancy in adult patients with IIM
 is also the most common autoantibody in juvenile-onset IIM 

but with not increased risk of cancer



Background: Abs targeting a muscle-specific
autoantigen, four-and-a-half-LIM-domain 1 
(FHL1) previously identified in IIM

Associations of anti-FHL Abs with histologically-
confirmed IIM and in an autoimmune disease 

control (SSc)?
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 26 patients (19 F, 7M) with JDM and positive NXP2 antibodies
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